Statistics That Tell A Story
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What are Statistics?

* Merriam-Webster Dictionary

— A branch of mathematics dealing with the
collection, analysis, interpretation, and
presentation of masses of numerical data

e Urban Dictionary

— The study of percentages, bars, graphs and charts,
all in an attempt to make some sort of logical
conclusion out of a bunch of numbers so that
even more percentages, bars, graphs, and charts
can be made
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Tools To Find Answers



GEMS Data Scenarios

Relationship of budget limits to ANB
Year-to-year budget comparisons

Comparison of districts at BASE or MAX (and
everywhere in between)

Budget limitations for compliance with SB 175

Per-pupil expenditures by state, district,
county, districts of comparable size



GEMS






Relationship Between Budget and
ANB (single district)



Relationship Between Budget and
ANB (statewide)



Multiple Ways of Looking at the
Same Data




Year-To-Year Budget Comparisons






District Budget Comparisons
(What’s everyone else doing?)



Equity Status - All



Fquity Status — 80-89.9%

Fquity Status — 90-96.9%



Equity Status — 97% to MAX

Equity Status — Over MAX



Budget Details



SB 175 Fund Balance Compliance

e Senate Bill 175 extends the ending fund

balance requirements for budgeted funds and
the flexibility fund to 2020

e Can look at current ending fund balances to
see “where you’'re at”



Budgeted Fund Ending Balance
Limitations



Flexibility Fund Balance Limitations



Per-Pupil Expenditures
Statewide



Per-Pupil Expenditures
District



Per-Pupil Expenditures
County



Per-Pupil Expenditure
Size Category



What do School Finance
Statistics Show Us?

Where are we? Are we on the right track?
Look for anomalies — Is something off?

How are we doing compared to others (in
the same county, of the same size)?

What can we do better?

What story do the numbers tell others
about us?



Questions?




GEMS CONTACTS

GEMS Project Team

* Madalyn Quinlan, Chief of Staff

* Sue Mohr, Measurement & Accountability Division Administrator
» Jim Gietzen, IT Division Administrator

+ Jamey Ereth, Project Manager

* Denise Bond, Business Analyst

+ Susan Murray, K-20 Business Analyst

» Kurt Wolfe, Computer Systems Analyst

« Jake Massman, Database Administrator
* Aspect Software

* Microsoft Services

» Vexcel

For user login issues, please contact the OPIl Help Desk

* Phone: (406) 444-0087
« Email: opihelpdesk@mt.gov

For all other inquiries and technical support, please contact the GEMS Help Desk

* Phone: (406) 444-5222
« Email: opigemshelpdesk@mt.gov

To request access to the GEMS secure site, please use this form:
» GEMS Secure Access Request Form
To revoke access from the GEMS secure site, please use this form:

« GEMS Secure Access Revocation Form



